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3 NOTES BY THE WAY. 
Ba 
’ ‘Mr. Conybeare is is repeating in London his Oxford 
atures on ‘Demonology’ ; and, curiously enough, for 
a man, he is being us once more to our 
‘The play of Hamlet without Hamlet? He 
dus, and he does not seem inclined to tell us, 
4 He 0 is—or ought to be, But the reason is 
a does not believe in demons. He frankly 
Wis, in saying that, led by ‘the spirit of modern 
iment,’ we may dismiss them. The people who 
them, eighteen hundred years ago and more, 
That being the case, as the chairman at 
ture indicated, and, as Mr. Conybeare showed, 
ined but to deal with the delusion as a sort of 
„ and to trace the effects of it upon certain 
ead and living interest, 


[ainsi m) 


; but let us know where we are It will 
nybeare’s fault if we do not know : for, in a 
fly way, he set in array the references to 
in the New Testament, and showed us that 
inces related, not to the fringe, but to the 

to to tho very stuff of which the various parts of 
okare made. Take out the Demonology of the 
it, and nothing i is left but a ‘ thing of shreds 
dnote as they are fragmentary. Or 
onology, and we have, according to Mr. 
k of religion honeycombed with super- 
h lies. That is not how Mr, Conybeare 
is what it comes to at once: and we may 


iceable fact about this really important 
that Mr. Conybeare is trying to treat 
1 is only part of a subject, Why 
a New Testament, Demonology is 
ect by itself. It is there only as 
ubject ; and we maintain that it 
and ought not to be pronounced 
only part of the great subject of 

€ a it is as absurd to discuss 
gnoring the bright, as it would 
light, or to determine what 
p has upon art or health, 
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[s Newspaper] Price TWOPENCE, 
of occultism, or sheer bewilderment ; and a better name for 


In the 
meantime, instead of using modern enlightenment,’ modern 


it would be Agnosticism. We shall get over it. 
bewilderme ant, or modern agnosticismo, to knock the New 
Testament to pieces, would it not be better to use dia 
F s } 

New Testament to explain many queer things that are 
happening now! 


We have received from several correspondenta lately, 
strong and tender expressions of belief in the survival ot 
(dare we use the phrase?) ‘the lower animals’ after death. 
Perhaps that belief keeps pace with the fondness for such 
animals here. It is probably a matter of temperament— 
or, perhaps, only of accident and circumstance. Here, 
however, is an extract from a charming letter by a dear 
old friend, whose real love for his living, and whose deep 
sorrow over his dead, dog we failed, and fail, to understand :— 


I wrote to une of my mediums in America, very far ad- 
vanced, to give me some light, if possible, on the condition of 
animals after their passing away; and, a day or so ago, 
received the following : ‘I asked at once of someone fom the 
unseen world whose knowledge I could trust. He said:“ No ray 
of life sent from out the Infinite is ever extinguished. Evolution 
does not belong to the human plane alone, All life unfolds to 
higher and higher expression, and your friend will be with his 
pets again if their lives be unfolded to corresponding planes.” 

There you have it. But outside of this, I have always folt 
that the mutual love of man and beasts will never know annihi- 
In all the long years, he has been my constant com- 
and we have learned to understand each other 


lation. 
panion ; 


_ completely and to love each other dearly ; so I look forward to 


the time when my eyes shall open in the next life, not hoping 
only, but believing, that I shall find, not only my dear child by 
my side, but Bijou caressing my hand as a welcome, as he used 
to do in this life. 

The writer of this is a Doctor of Medicine, and one of 
the finest cultured men we know. Ts it not interesting to 
see how ‘extremes meet’! Pope pictures his ‘ poor Indian,’ 
with ‘untutored mind,’ hoping for bliss in the great 
Hereafter, and believing that :— 

Admitted to that equal sky, 
His faithfal dog shall bear him company. 

And here is one of the latest products of modern 

civilisation hoping and believing the very same thing! 


Another valued friend writes: 


The sufferings animals endure at the hands of men (I say 
Nothing of those that come to them through the laws of Nature) 


Woe should like the ‘Westminster Gazette to know, with 
our compliments, that we welcome its series of Articles on 
*Superstitious London. Tt made a commencement with a real 

or imaginary showman, whom it locates at 599, Marylebone- 

2 the usual dish of spiced meat expected 
whoo such things are to be served, Probably about half of 
what is set down bears some resemblance to the truth : the 
remainder we suspect is—trimmings and sauce. And, 
even then, we are bound to say, the result is neither very 
attractive nor very strong. We hope for better things. 

Talking of ‘ superstitions,” we cherish the hope that the 

* Westminster Gazette will not forget the churches and 
chapels. The Brompton Oratory would make a good sub- 
jeet ; on on oocasions, St. Paul's or Westminster Abbey, or 
even the House of Lords. The poor mediums are not the 
only people who cant, or rant, or talk indigestible non- 
sense, Tf the ‘Westminster Gazette’ will go thoroughly 
into it in London, it may as well engage its man by the 
gear. He has a long patch to hoe. 


MRS. BESANT'S BATHING IN THE GANGES. 


Here is another version of the story about Mrs, Besant's 
bathing with the pilgrims at Allahabad. It is given in the 
Inquirer. in a letter from Allahabad written by Mr. J. T. 
Sunderland tw the Secretary of the British and Foreign 
Unitarian Association, Mr. Sunderland says :— 

At certain seasons the number of pilgrims who come here to 
bathe at that pre-eminently holy spot where the two rivers unite 
their waters and hecome one, is very large. . . The long stretch 
of sand where the bathing is mainly done is in plain sight from 
— at. Tatood a long time on a high bastion and watched the 

Tt is a strange, and, when one stops to think what it 
menus, melancholy sight. A leader in the Brahmo Somaj who 
told me that when Mrs. Annie Besant was in 


n 

Jk — Wre era of the 
— * te in . 
6 ver were an 
Sas nen had bath z aie 
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PUBLIC CLAIRVOYANCE. 


The question has arison whether the atte impt to azh 
clairvoyant gifts in public is altogether wise, or, ind a 
whether it is sufliciently successful to justify the of k 
Some of our friends believe that 1 5 
case of very specially gifted mediums —the recognition 
‘forms’ described are so few, as to show conclusirsl, 
that the possibility of clairvoyance cannot be satisfa tori 
demonstrated in the presence of a mixed assembly. Othe 
again, maintain that there is no wonder the recognit m 
are so frequent, inasmuch as the descriptions are for th 
most part so general and so vague that they are sure tot 
some one or other of the departed friends of the partienla 
persons to whom they are given. And, yot, again, thes 
are those who contend that the descriptions are often very 
clear and very minute, and the recognitions suffi ivntly 
numerous to prove the medium’s clairvoyant capabilitic 
beyond all reasonable doubt; and that the apparens 
failures are not always really inasmuch as jj 
often happens that the person to whom the description | 
addressed, though he does not recognise it at the moment 
does so after he has had time for reflection. To assist os 
readers in arriving at some decision on the question, w 
reporter took shorthand notes of the descriptions given ly 
Miss Rowan Vincent at a recent meeting of the Londa 
Spiritualist Alliance. Copies of these notes were sent i 
all those whom Miss Vincent had addressed, with th 
request that they would be kind enough to say whether 
the descriptions had been recognised, and if so to whi 
extent. We subjoin the result without comment—er 
cept that it is only fair to Miss Vincent to state that she 
said at the time that she was not in such good ‘form's 
usual :— 

Mr. A.—I think that the person I am about to deseribeis 
with you, although sometimes I find that the friends appear to 
locate themselves close to a lady or gentleman when they belong 
to someone else. It may be for someone else in this cas, 
though I believe it is for you. I see with you a tall man, with 
dark hair, dark eyes, broad forehead, rather a large nose, full 
lips, dark moustache, and a little whisker—not much; the 
teeth are rather pointed, the complexion is dark—seems to mè 
a little tanned. He seems to have passed away in some other 
country. I should fancy he had for some time lived in Indis, 
or a country as warm as that. I get a tropical surrounding, 
which leads me to imagine that that would be the country. | 
should think he passed away through a fever (there is every 
9 my own feelings) when he was about middle 

has rather long hands, the knuckles show very plainly, 
1 behind him two people, whom he was deeply 
peie to, who, I think, were not at the time in the swe 


ms that in which he passed away. He is a very the 
man; Appears to me as if he were born to command, | 
ld think ho had a very adventurous life—travolled a gol 
„if he did not pass away in that country, at al 
thero for a considerable time. 

that the deseription is not recognised. 


-except, porhaps, in 


such, 


th you there are two people, one a lady ad 
They passed away, I should think, 
pa cf each other. The gentloman is of 
broad-shouldered, with short features 
hair. He gives me the iden of being of 
fo, and kind to most people ; at the sin 
to have gusts of temper at times, but 
5 believe he passed away rather 
vith him ; whether she was his wilt 
he comes close in his surroundings 
ear brown eyes, rather thin feature, 
s of the mouth droop om 
She is thin and inl 
tiling for several years. She 
— have great affection for 
3 ahi and a long 
when this happenel. 


1 


Mey 2, 1896.) 


Mms. E. A. that of the two clairvoyant descriptions 
her by Miss Vincent she can only recoguise one, that of 
theyentloman, Tho description of this man, who passed away 
very suddonly and little more than a year ago, is, Mrs. A. says, 
Severna enough to be recognised unhesitatingly. 


Mr. W.—Behind you, sir, stands a very fine young man, 

ull eyes, clear complexion, fine frank smile ; the teeth are very 

; the chin is oval; the brow broad and high ; slight 

ion the cheek ; broad es and a very graceful way 

of Avery fine young man, altogether. I should think 

that ho had, just before ho passed away, a disappointment that 

him, perhaps, having quite as much strength to get 

through the illness that overtook him, as he otherwise would 

hare had, Ido not see the nature of the disappointment. 

The only thing I can see is that he seems to have chosen 

i a certain career, and something occurred which prevented 

‘Tim from being able to work along the groove he had chosen, 

he had ever mentioned this disappointment that he 

from I cannot see, but he gives me the impression of 

bin tt one condition and being placed in another. I 

would, as nearly as I can see, have been about 

n or twenty-seven when he passed away. I believe, 

sitar he had passed away there were several letters found in his 

possesion which threw a great deal of light upon the trouble 

th posited him. It is now some time since he went, and I 
ve he suffered with the heart, and also with the lungs. 

W. writes that both he and his daughter are unable to 

fo whom the description refers. 


Between you and the gentleman next you stands 
m in military uniform. He gives me the impression 
‘passed away a long time ago. Rather thin features, 
è, eyes rather sunken, eyebrows clearly marked; 
high. He is rather narrow between the brows ; 
brows are inclined to meet, but not quite. The lips 
form l, and he is a fine-looking man altogether. He 
in of having been mixed up in some very 
ts, aud I should fancy that he had been wounded 
nt, and that, although he may not have passed 
me, yet that was the cause of his eventually doing 
he had also lost some of his dearest friends 
a conflict between the natives of a distant 
own people. I am not quite certain, but 
e was connected with the (Indian ) Mutiny, as 
n get it, He stands there trying very hard to 
a who he is. Whether he is a relative or not I 
get all the surroundings and horror of the 
T.: Can you see the uniform f) It seems to 
dark in colour, as near as I can get it; and I 
was in a position of command, for he seems to 
ite on the shoulder. Whether I get him in 
not know, but it is rather dark in colour. He 
p some of his friends in the mutiny—ladies. 

s eu I am unable to say that Miss 
cription was absolutely accurate, it would 
, for a relation of mine who died 
i 5 ago. The gentleman in question com- 
lion of the 60th Royal Ritles. At the 
he was a major, and was present at the 
ras one of the officers who formed the 
d the King. The personal description is, 
25 though wounded, it was not in 
was in fie face, had nothing to 
of his wife was reported during 
as incorrect. The unifurm of the 
no epaulettes are worn, though 
' . a colonel might be 
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not by any means a plump child, she was so beautifully formed 
that it would give that impression from the description I give, 

Mrs. B. saya: The description clairvoyantly given by Miss 
Vincent of a child standing beside me would apply exactly 
to a little daughter of mine who pawel over some years 
ago. I am not able to select any particular feature in the 
description by which I might identify her, as the whole 
delineation is correct, with the exception of the cord on the 
wrist, which I do not understand. 


Mu. F. B.—With you there are two persona—an old gentle- 
man and an old lady, The old lady is very much bowed, and 
her hair seems to have a kind of wave in it, and is grey. The 
nose is rather prominent, and the lips compressed. Itis not 
that they fall in, but they have a compressed look, as if pouting. 
The complexion is fairly clear, but very wrinkled and drawn 
round the eyes, nove, and mouth, I should think from what I 
can get of her character that she was an amiable and kindly- 
disposed woman, but that she had had great deal of care 
between the ages of twenty and thirty. It looks to me as 
if the struggle in her life had taken place more during those 
years than at any after-time, She seems to have passed away 
in a kind of fit, or something like that. The gentleman who is 
with her is of a more burly build. He walked rapidly, and was 
of n bustling nature. He gives me the impression that even if 
he had to walk with a stick he would get along at a really 
wonderful rate of speed. He is broad-shouldered, of florid 
complexion, full eyes, broad forehead, some hair round the chin 
in fact, all the way round. Throat full, hands plump, and he 
gives me the idea that he had been a great deal in the country 
—engaged in country life. He might have had to do with 
agriculture, perhaps; he seems to have such à country atmo- 
sphere about him. He seems to have passed away suddenly, 
and I should think he was laid up with bronchitis—something 
to do with the chest—some time before he passed away. 

Mr. F. B. says: I regret to say that I fail to recognise the 
descriptions. I might, on inquiry, connect the resemblance of 
the female spirit with some person, but this might contradict 
other particulars of the description rendered. Could the 
initials, Christian and surname, be given me, I should have 
ground to work upon. The male spirit, too, 1 can in no manner 
call to my memory. 


Mr. F. C.—I see with you a lady, tall, rather fair. The 
hair is quite white and very soft, the nose straight ; small mouth, 
small ears, very clear complexion, slight pink flush ; very sweet 
smile, and, I should think, very amiable, although suffering a 
great deal. She seems to have been for several years suffering 
very deeply, and yet to have borne it with great patience and 
resignation, Very delicate hands, which she places one on each 
of your shoulders, and gives me the assurance that she must 
belong to you. T fancy that a few years before she passed away 
she lost a member of her family who was very dear to her. She 
gives me the impression that she was exceedingly sensitive, very 
fond of everything artistic, and loved to make all around her 
look beautiful. I should fancy she left a great void in her 
home when she passed away. She comes to you a great deal 
and endeavours to help both you and yours, I should think 
she was closely related to your family. 

Mr. F. C. says: The description fails to afford to my mind 
evidence of identity, although in general features it well 
answers to the personality of my mother, who died fifty yers 
ago. It would fit many others, no doubt, and, therefore, needs 
some particular sign to distinguish it for recognition. 

Miss S. J, G.— With you there is a lady. She has rather 
dark eyes—I should think brown. They look full, and they 
also give me tho idea of velvety softness. The eyebrows are in 
a waving line and well marked. The brow is very ruffled across, 
as though she continually contracted it in pain. The lines are 
deep on ench side of the nose; lips well shaped, the ears 
medium-sized and lying close to the head. The hair seems to 
be grey—I don't think white. She seems to have got very thin 
with suffering. She yives me the idea of having had to bear 
terrible pain. [have through my body a sensation of burning 
8 some internal complaint. I should think that, 

hen st Yosh a rde she did pot: knaw whet it 
ates 7 doe to you, She put her arms 


round Mist W. e neok of a friend sitting next to Mies (.J. 

| n Me a a she gives — * 
ilos that one of her parents had the sama complaint, 

| . writes: On comparing the desoription sent with 


than jen “ie of my aunt, 1 it 
we en earn 


po tome, the form and setting of the ears, as also the 
of the hair would be correct, But my aunt's eyebrows 
were not very dirtinotly marked. In ber lator life she lost all 
her teeth, which rendered it ditfieult to determine the shape of 
har lips, but fon my childish remsllections T should my thoy 
l were wall forweil, Sho had grown vory thin, and suforal for 
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eyes, sharp cut features, eather fem mouth, 
aho was about twenty. She might be even low or a liu), 
=| cannot say but she is quite young, Sho vives me th rr, 
of having fural a great doal with hor chest, and, Tah Ane à 
pasad away in a decline, She comos very oloro, and 
try to draw your attention te her presence, and also to. " 
things belonging to her, I got one an being a amall fancy t 
that might bring hor moro closely to your memory, She see 
to have taken it shout with hor and kept hor trinkets in i i 
saama to have little claws at oach cornar, leit her you have th 
box or some friend you know, She holds up the box na thoyy 
she Wore trying to impress me with the faot. T should think 
she hal a certain amount of literary ability, if she hal i 
opportunity of exercising it, for she Rooms to be of i palie 
mature, and at the same time had a fine fand of humour 
diel in a doclino, Sho was young whon aho passo away, an 
she seems to me to wear somathing like an ornament of cop 
She has several things she shows mè, Sho would give a nunbe 
of ineilents. She brings some ornaments also in her hand, anl 
One seems to have meme corals about it. T got the nome 
Alico, tabo got tho improssion of a young man, rather dak, 
hrightskinned. Tt ems as if an necident had boon thy 
primary coe of his pusing nway, THe has dark hair, dw 
eyes. bright complexion, straight features, pointed chin, and s 
little moustache—not much, 

Mus, ©. R. writes: The young lady described by Miw 
Vincent reminds me of a friend who died of consumption. We 
Wore gan enen in music and singing (net poelry), but Idomi 
remember anything relating to the box, Xe. The name d 
Alice waa not hey name, but a dear friend of that name pawal 
over about a year ago, and sho impressed ine, before going tò the 


I should thi 


meeting, that she would be with me, The vont lama dosoribal, 
T think, was my pastor. He died in a London hospital, wti 
cannot my if from aecident or not. 
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SED APPARITIONS OF THE PRINCIPLE OF EVIL. 
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Masonic Tomple at Charleston in a Sacred Labyrinth, 


— Pn open, and the neophyte aspiring to the 
mja of Frewmasonry in wkol to choos hy which 
» will er wr, If he choose that whieh benra the inserip 
ante ho linda himself, after passing through a riohly 
Meri the device Qura j, in the Sanctuary 
li nh, or Oratory of the Eleet of the Good God. 
Huld he in a Christian church ia, instead, 
the divinity of the Palladiam, above which is a 
me of Lucifer, with outepread wings, He 
samling from heaven, bearing a flaming 
and, and in the other a cornucopeia, or horn of 
mr had one foot is poined on n three-headed crocodile. 
tile slab of the altar bears the inseription, Aut when, 
d Dai Optimi Maximi," the firat words of the White or 
i thaws of porfeot initiator, 
Tueiferinn meetings the recoynived number of officiating 
Wy deen, awl if the ‘deity’ manifesta himself he 
1 th, and the ritual purports te be in honour of a 
Jatanio mont inge, in whieh there is always n 
U “travesty of Christianity, there are always tivelve 
i embers, andl the Spirit of Kvil-nddroweod as auch 
th. Both forma of ritual seem to end in equally 
icen, hut the deseent to Avornus is moro gradual and 
ily conedaled in the Luciferian rite: and it was 
pire and highsouled woman like Diana Vaughan 
years that she was worshipping the trae 
sho wow adoring Lucifer, As in well known, 
the lute appeared when Diana Vaughan was 
i consecrated Moat, The act seemed to her nut 
ut rly wenscloss and foolish, yet the refusal led by 
ato her enlightenment us to the true nature of 
‘worship, 
lo gives a very long and minutely detailed account 
attending the reception of a Mistress- 
ile from p. 192 of ‘Le Diable au NIX We, 
The horror of the whole thing, the blow 
and prayers, would seem like maniacal in- 
hey Hot contirmed by the experiences of other 
of ni hilar initintions, Dr, Bataille relates the 
l after the reception of Miss Arabella D, ns a 
plar. ‘Those scones all appear to me to come well 
fity of n powerful magic lantern and of othor 
ing contrivances; and are in the yvrestest 
to the calm of those scenes where the enemy 
If in wail to have appeared. 
swoon to frame a theory as to these things, Dr, 
r those of a furiously bigoted Ultranontane. 
lish and all their works and ways, and his 
overt ance of the world would make his God 
amor that it aver entered into the mind to 
ietium aro that all the Hindus and all the 
Is upon hundreds of millions, in past 
Ht time, are utterly given up to the devil, 
ition of the infinitesimal few who bave 
nan Catholic missionaries, will be tor 
hall, T prewame that this orthodox and 
> all savayes, Rod Indians, negroes, 
of antiquity as well This 
ing unlimited power; therefore 
of these millions upon 
to be damned for no fault of 
iw not conceived of as 
ce whom he wants to load to his 
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taught, thara has alao been a bir at work striving ta lead man 
into all evil ¢ and ott hope and teat must be that in the and 
itis Porfaot Love whioh must ba triomphant ; and that our 
afforts, weak aa thoy are, O aid in that great warfare ht N 
Good and Kvil. 
New Woatminater, 
Britiah Columbia, Canada, 
(To be continual.) 


Aton Toptseton, 


HAPPINESS VERSUS DISEASE. 


A cane has come under iny pemonal observation where à 
man, becoming the vietin of an unusually eomplionted hesrt 
trouble, was at differaut Himos pronounced dying by the lowling 
apecialiots. ‘This man h vl the faculty of appreciating the power 
of his own mind for rewljustinent and triumph over death, To 
the surprise of all he han by allen exercise of will made hum 
a how man, whose body is now rte to mout the „igen of 


the abnormal heart. This power of w ILeontidence may be 


awakened, as in the case just quoted, hy auto-suggestion, or it 
may be inapired by the vonl utterances of those who como into 
diroet or aympathetic contact with the invalid, 

Remember this, man and women + ho call upon friemls in 
their hours of physieal weakness > Throw out to them thoughts 
that will encourage and strengthen their eontidence in * will’ 
and their own power to coutrol weakness, Bay to then that 
which will force upon them the knowledge that they neal not 
de pair or even wlmit the po sibility of being eonquered by 
disewe, You ean do this, every one of you, when you visit a 
sick friend, and in sò doing you may have the eonvietion that 
you are surely accomplishing more yo al than could pomibly 
avail through drugs. Your attempt cannot work barm, and it 
may—nay, wiil -accomplish untold good, 

Have you ever cousiderad that porhape the general tone of 
your conversation may sometimes ald disease in ite barle with 
the sensitive organian of a friend? Fow are aware that this isa 
fact ; yet in our extreme caution, in our vary love for our friends, 
we somtimes, uothinkingly, set in motion a train of thought 
whieh proves a potent aulo- suggestion, It way prove «a 
gigantic factor in bringing about the mast undesirmble resulta 

A fow ‘dan't’s’ and a few ‘do'a are apport ded A trial of 
their enforcement will benefit you and those with whom you come 
in contact : 

Don't suggest that this weather is too damp to be healthful, 

Don't suggest that pooumonia is prevalent, 

Don't nay, Why, how pale you look 1’ 

Don't ey, I am eo sorry you are not looking atronger.’ 

Don't ask your friends if they are ‘not afraid of eatehing 
cold in this draught “' 

Don't suggest that perhaps the drainage is bad, 

Don't sigh, nor look depressed and pitifully ayuipathetic, 

Don't flaunt mourning in the face of those in trouble, nor 
suggent that the symptoms are just the same as in your dear 
husband's last illnews. 

Don't think, angyest, nor look unpleasant or unwholewome 
things at any time, in any place, ander any circumstances. 

Bul — 

Do smile as often as you ean. 

Do tell your friend that she is looking better. It will not be 
wrong, and you ean repeat the same observation five minutes 
later without equivocation, 

Do say that the air outside is invigorating, and that a short 
walk would do her good 

Do way that you are happy, and try to look it, A tale of woe 
is never good medicine, 

Do put yourself out, if nood be, to be cheerful, happy, 
and kindly considerate of others—until it becomes second 
nature with you, In this way you will make happines possible 
for othors and for yourself. 

Do your share, in such common-sense ways aa these, in proving 
that happiness is at losst akin to the best antidoto for disease, 
and you will a blaming to every suiferer you meot. —C, F. 


Barns, in The Metaphysiol Magazine. 
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y MR. GLADSTONE AND HELL. 

Tn the fourth part of Mr. Gladstone's ‘North American 
Articles we reach more solid ground, in a discus- 
pns on the Future of the Righteous and 
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Messrs. J. 


other hand, teach an ultimate universal saly 0 
right have we to judge the Almighty, with re ban 
He ought and ought not to do? ho asks We a why 
right to our * unwarranted assumptions,’ For N ns 
threatenings of the Now Testament, we are st 
revelation of our own, he says, ‘a flimsy iooni * 
like the spider's web, by the private spirit,’ These * 
of ultimate universal salvation are, says Mr. Glades m 
tribe of philosophasters’ who ‘rely upon the guidance wy. 
inner sense,’ and perform upon themselves, ‘under n 
notion of a supreme enlightenment, a superlative tri 
self-delusion,’ 
We are sorry to see this sudden and vehement departys 


Wy, 


’ 


sg 
And there is much more to the same of 


from his own wise counsel concerning ‘a spirit of alot 
tion and reserve’ chastened by moderation of vocabular 
We confess we are on the side of those who look for, 

ultimate enlightenment and advance of all God's child 
but we do not recognise Mr, Gladstone's portrait of os 
tribe, when he says :— 

These stern denunciations of Holy Scripture which, on 
long course of trial, have been found none too strong for they 
purpose, it is deliberately sought to relax, by promising 
every sinner of whatever inveteracy, audacity, and hardnes, 
an endless period of immunity from suffering; after a peris 
spent in it, which they have no means of defining, and whid 
every offender is therefore left to retrench at his pleasure, œ 
his own behalf, What is this but to emasculate all the siss 
tions of religion, and to give wickedness, already under toy 
feeble restraint, a new range of license 

Does Mr. Gladstone really think, then, that ‘all the 
sanctions of religion’ reside in fear of Hell, that it i 
purely a question of infernal police, since 

The fear o' hell's a hangman's whip 
To haud the wretch in order? 

But he is wrong if he thinks we have only cleaned our 
slate of Hell. Never before did we so truly believe in the 
great law, ‘God is not mocked, but whatsoever a man 
soweth that shall he also reap.’ And, as for our ‘un 
authorised’ hope and belief in final restoration, we are per 
fectly willing to face our man, though endowed with ten 
times Mr. Gladstone's power. He does not understand us 
Tf we pass beyond the Bible, it is not to a denial of 
‘revelation,’ but to the recognition of a deeper, wider, 
richer, later, and more living revelation, We accept the 
revelations of God to our own day; and we see, in the 
shrinking from the old coarse and useless Hell, the result, 
more or less comprehended, of these revelations. Wo trace 
God's mighty laws of Evolution and Development, and law- 
fully carey their unfolding over to the other side; and 
upon those laws of Evolution and Development we base our 
belief that we are all destined for progress—that we shall 
all emerge from the slush of our impurity and the folly of 
Our transgression, and be glad to walk in the light and to 
obey. We repudiate this thoughtless charge, that we are 
setting up as rebels against God. We are, on the contrary, 
most anxiously listening for His word, and tracing out the 
indications of His ways; and we only wish Mr. Gladstone 


7 — out from his old churchyard and join us on 


fl Brianas aso Miss BELLE CUSHMAN ty MANCHESTER- 
Ön Tu last these ladies were accorded a warm Lancashire 
me by some four hundred friends in the Co-operative Hall, 
Manchester. Mr. S. S. Chiswell presided, and 
M. H. Wallis, Mrs. E. H, Britten, 
J. B. Lattow, W. Johnson, and E. W, 
wm gracefully acknowledged the cordial 
ception, and 24 & brief but beautiful in- 
Miss Cushman made a practizal little speech, 

i poem in good at The united choirs: 
0 on s9 Mr. A. Rocke (Mr, P. fail 
win), gave effective rendering to several 


ROMANCY AND ANCIENT MAGIC 


I TTS RELATION 
TO SPIRITUALISM. 


pr PROFESSOR W. F. 
Bi 


BARRETT. 


| prohibitions against Necromancy have per- 
i ed many earnest and reverent minds 
know whether Spiritualism affords any clear 
ı glimmerings, of a life beyond the grave, that 
ch us here and now. These prohibitions are, of 
he chief argument used by orthodox religious 
s | eli all spiritualistic inquiry. It is, there- 
ember that many commands and prohibitions 
se and necessary in the childhood of the race, 
childhood of the individual, become objectless as 
iving place to the exercise of reason and 
tho adult. Moreover, as I have said else- 
divination, and necromancy were wisely 
y the Hebrew seers, because they tended to 
í “A eme faith in, and the reverent worship of, 
ptent Being the nation were set apart to pro- 
when these practices of the pagan nations 
re not the product of trickery and superstition, 
ing pursuit of any underlying psychical pheno- 
ld tend to confuse and distract the intellectual 
Ð of a people ignorant of the great world- 
i modern science has revealed; for the reign of 
are was then unknown, 
è these prohibitions against necromancy were, 
that early period of civilisation, we are be- 
lise. Moreover, the wide scope for fraud, the 
origin of the messages even when the mediumship 
the unreliability and often downright untruth- 
f many of the messages received, and the frequent 
1 confusion of mind which ensue, are as true 
‘urthermore, we must bear in mind that the 
of ancient magic was to lead men to rely 
ms and charms to avert evil, rather than on 
human effort, aided by the inspiring thought of 
ge and support of the Supreme—‘ the sword of 
d of Gibeon.’ So Diodorus Siculus* says of 
gic: “They try to avert evil and procure 
by purifications, sacrifices, or enchantments.” 
it, in his treatise on Chaldean Magic, gives a 
ancient work on Magic found on the site 
m Layard, and written on some hundreds 
that are now preserved in the British 
gres t work, which comprised three books, 
of ' conjurations, incantations, and hymns to 
cked spirits or to allure the good ones. The 
t this work, Sir H. Rawlinson believes, 
he three leading classes of Chaldean magi 


i it 


ever, undoubtedly a healthy as well as 
et to Ancient Magic. Grafted on to it, 
yptian origin, was a pure monotheism, 
of the ‘Mazdean’ system; and of 
eligious system the Magi were the 
s. Moreover, in their careful study of 
dies for the purpose of astrology, the Magi 
of the accurate observation of natural 
s the precursors of our modern 


e magicians n — 
u, or enchanters), and t 
d ae Chaldeans 1 oF 
ams.’ (Dan, ii, 2; see also 


LIGHT, 


a a the magicians, 


211 


beginnings of astronomy, of mechanics, and of medicine 
became known to the ‘wise men’ of that day. 

Hence, throughout the ancient world the word ‘ magi,’ 
and its derivative, ‘magic,’ were used in a good and in a 
bad sense—as a learned religious caste, and also as a bye- 
word for imposture and superstition ; and so, when we come 


to the New Testament we find a similar double meaning 


attached to the word. The 
Kast, mentioned in Matthew ii., 
payor (magos) as is translated sorcerer (and hence sorcery) 
in the 8th and 13th chapters of Acts. 

As Spiritualism is commonly called modern sorcery, it 
is well to consider the other Biblical meanings attached to 
is derived from the 


‘magi,’ or wise men from the 


is the same Greek word 


The word itself, $ sorcery, 
or fortune told by casting lots, 
Dr. Young's 


Shows that 


this word. 
Latin sors, a lot, the luck 
but a wider signitication is generally denoted. 
learned ‘ Analytical Concordance of the Bible 
the word has several meanings both in the Old and New 
Teste ments. In the Old Testament the word translated 
‘sorcery’ is usually the Hebrew ‘Kashaph’ ; the 1 
equivalent of this is given as witcheraft, but in Isa, Ivii. 
and refers to augury 15 


observing the clouds. In the New Testament the words 
in the Authorised 


sorcerer or sorcery occur eight times, 
four of these are in Acts viii. and xiii., where, as 
said, the word is payos. The other four times 
occur in the Revelations, where the word translated 
‘sorcery’ is a wholly different word in the original, viz., 
the Gree't word gappaceia (pharmakeia), drugs, or enchant- 
ment with drugs; the same word occurs in Galatians v. 20, 
in the Authorised Version, and 
The word originally meant the use 
but whatever may 


the Hebrew word used is ‘Anan,’ 


Version ; 
we have 


translated ‘ witchcraft’ 
‘sorcery’ in the Revised. 
of drugs, our present word pharmacy ; 
have been the case in old times, the druggists of the present 
day would be astonished to find themselves regarded as 
‘sorcerers,’ and their occupation one of the ‘ works of the 
flesh’ classed with adultery, and consigning them with 
‘ murderers and whoremongers’ to the outer darkness of 
the second death! The use of drugs as narcotics, philtres, 
and for poisoning and other evil purposes, led to the 
druggist being often regarded in a bad sense, as one who 
‘used curious arts’ (Acts xix. 19), and hence the word 

‘ pharmakeia’ came to mean the unlawful practice of giving 
spells or charms ; perhaps, also, it was associated with the 
drugs and fumes that accompanied, and lent a mystery to, 
the lucrative and mischievous practice of divination and 
augury, which the sacred writers so unsparingly condemn. 
The sense in which the word sorcery is used in the New 
Testament is, therefore, sufficiently clear; in the Gospels 
and Acts it should be rendered magic, and has partly a 
good and partly a bad signification ; in the Galatians and 
Revelations its signification is wholly evil, and is indica- 
tive either of a vile class of men who used drugs for 
nefarious purposes, or those impostors who made a trade of 
fortune-telling and selling spells and incantations —a class 
of men who were then rampant in the Roman empire, as 
the pages of Tacitus show, 

In the Old Testament the word sorcery indicates 
attempts to divine the future by the observation of chance 
occurrences, such, for example, as the inspection of the 
viscera of animals, or throwing up arrows; taking counsel 
from the first word the eye falls on in a book, or ideas of 
good and bad luck from certain days. In a word, making 
use of any trivial incident to determine conduct, or 
attempting to forecast the future by an appeal to chance 
rather than to the reasoning powers. Fortune telling by 
cards, even tossing up a coin to decide a question, are 
modern instances of the same thing. No doubt in old 
times the hand of the local deity was supposed to guide 
the chance occurrence, and thus his intentions were to be 
discerned. Nevertheless, in a very real sense the present: 
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day sorcerer is the man who, instead of using his reason, whole count is interesting, as showing to what a; 
habitually resorts to chance to guide his footsteps or to win period in history we oan trace Spiritualistic phi — 
Nom 


his bread. similar to those going on at the present day. 

A learned dissertation on the different methods of (To be continued.) 
divination will be found in the article under that head in 
Smith's ‘ Dictionary of the Bille’; this and the articles on AN INSTRUCTIVE STORY OF OBsEs SSION 


| “Magi and Magic,’ in the same work, should be consulted 
| these who are interested in the subject, though the 
| of the latter article arrives at the impotent conclu- 
| sion that there was no reality in the magic which the 
| prophets of old so strongly denounced. There is also an 
excellent article on ‘ Divination’ in the last edition of 
Chambers Encyclopedia,’ and Dr. Tylor’s essay on the 
| Samesubject in the * Encyclopedia Britannica’ is of interest 
im relation to the ethnological aspect of this subject. But 
dae of the most able monographs on the subject of divina- 
| tion and necromancy which I have met with is that by * À t . 

Major Conder, published in 1875 in the now defunct n As — is H 2255 deal of iy 

* Britis 1 h Quarte Review * à 10 tion in some of the scenes which took place, portions have 
| and philological — tho — — been abridged or omitted in this translation from the 
the ancient Hebrews, and traces the meaning of the terms French. Madame Sabourotf writes: 


The followi ing narrative is deserving of attention 
affording a notable object-lesson in the serious ra ties 
‘t Obsession, and the best method of dealing with * i 
pronounced type of a not uncommon trouble. The account 
has been taken from the Belgian paper ‘ Le Messager, of 
Lidge, which in its turn had translated it from tha 
Russian Spiritualist paper the ‘ Rebus,’ of St. Petersburg, 
in which the story originally appeared. The writer signs 
herself M. Sabouroff and gives a most detailed account of 
her attempt to cure a young servant named Varia by 


used im the Old Testament. But none of the writers Varia was by nature very silent, but when I magnetised her 
named seem to be aware of the light which recent psychical she became communicative. It was while in that state that she 
research has thrown upon the subject, Mr. F. W. H. told me of the illness she had had before coming into ay — 
Myers was the first to point this out in his well-known She said to me: ‘1 suffered tor a long time ia feeling of mc 
essay on the Greek oracles. In like manner, an adequate seized hold of me. T became wicked, and often remained in bel 
study of woes : last witel ft z hi — fora month, I spoke to no one. T hid myself. They sent me 
in the trl ibl ith and toa hospital, where they considered me mad. But that was a 
— knowledge of mistake. » brain had always been healthy, it was only every 
modern — My ) N 
Tak nerve that vibrated ; they do so now.’ 
for example the case of the Witch of Endor, one Do you wish to be cured?” I asked her. 
yo 
of the most fruitful subjects of learned theological disputa- “Yos, if no moral blow comes ; you will help in strengthen- 
tien from early patristie literature down to the present ing my nerves. A higher will placed me in your house. Your 
time The controversy has mainly turned on the question, fluids calm my nerves.’ 
Was it really the soul of Samuel which was called up by Having thus involuntarily become a magnetiser, T concluded 
| the witch, or Pythoness she i called in the Septuagint * that having hypnotised her, she would be under my iniluence 
And u how — over the souls of tl during her sleep, bat I found to my astonishment that she paid 
— . Justin Martyr, no attention to my suggestions and I never succeeded in sub- 
chat Origen, and believed mitting her to my will. 
the souls of good men might be il Varia always made a difference bet ween the somnambulic 
and magnetic sleep. T found it out in the following manner, 
I received one day disquieting news as to the hes alth of a friend, 
and therefore resolved to try Varia’s power of clairvoyance, 
* Can you tell me how N. is?’ I asked her, after having sent her 
to sleep, and knowing well that she knew nothing of the letter 
the news. 
1 hour. I will try to go and see. I will go 


Meh) 3 hour's time, and made some more passes 


ad observed the more profound her sleep was, the 


The lungs are only partially affected, 
He will recover,’ began Varia. (This 
y proved true, notwithstanding the ver 


Varia said, ‘I am tired; now ! 
— sleeping for half an hour. Once 
0 p: *Oh ! great sinner that I am! 
it was. Later on it was explained. 
es ‘somnambulic condition before 
‘at lar state into which she fell. 1 
fa found it improved her health, 
ð in her sleep. One day 
; soul is slightly separated from 
* 


the body. It is stitled, It 

ings to the soul. Whon the 
jart; — itself ; only 

ns a hold on the 

o, parat ion.“ 

u YOu see what goes 


pS 


Fa 


eel 


i 


| 


l 


more af ihal power than you,’ 
know that!“ 
yen and all that concerns thom,’ 
adu you see in I. 
to bolieva, but earthly science will perplex her.“ 
eto these words.) 
g phoay the future!“ 
at L must bo silent. 


spirits “ I asked. 


‘te ain ‘of men whe have lived on earth. There are 
“Thoy Whisper, they frighten me, They try to touch 


Spirits are around mo.“ 


tit Was no uso asking questions. She slept with 
til T awoke hor by breathing on her. 
4 mò t c anis I asked her when she was in her 
ul state | iba kor whether there were spirits, She re- 
jel, ‘Curtainly L know it, Thore is Satan and his devils.’ 
tana Thad road that there were also good spirits, 
Ving been men in this world. This she vehe- 
iol; but the moment she was asleep she declared sho 
dl by the spirits of mèn who had lived on earth. 
Athy magnetic sleep did Varia a great deal of 
beeame stronger, her expression of counten- 
n and her memory improved, Formerly she forgot 
T taught her, but now she could remember 
a which she had read, I was so charmed at this 
t I almost gave up sending her to sleep. But sud- 
evening Varia came to my room in tears and said her 
ly, madness, had seized her again. 
t is he matter “' Lexelaimed in alarm. 
wan has appeared tome again. He tells me—‘ commit 
ight to tell me all that concerns you,’ | said to Varia, 
continued to weep and repeat ‘I am a great 


ho to tell me what her sin was, assuring her that 
ase her, and, closing the door, I made her sit at my 
ang my hand on her shoulder, I said : * Now, 

U 


l silent, with closed eyes, and tears running 
“That man is always shut up there,’ 


2 au unprecedented thing occurred. Her 

Wulsed, and put on an idiotic expression and 
Then came an irresistible burst of laughter 
3 foar for the equilibrium of the girl's brain, and 
With @ man’s voice :— 

i Loukine; Lam installed within her. At 
it on earth, I led a gay life—an 
sa; but afterwards I became mad. I want 
s0, Varia—and now!“ 

initiated to a certain extent by reading and 
is sort of thing, I should have beon completely 
gh I had not seen such a thing L knew at 
„and that its cause was an invisible 
spheres. My alarm for Varia's 

pxious to turn aside the evil intention 
‘John,’ I replied — 
ion could you have in driving 


*L wish it. and 1 will 
r eia 
; (IF Deould only deprive her 


closed eyes, but now Varia 
ly and defiantly, and her 


n 
and 


| É * Nr 
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As for boing a scamp I 


cannot stop mo, I am her master. 
It nue 


cortainly wasono, T hava an inclination towards sin. 
mo! It pleases ine!“ 

And again came the foolish laugh. 

‘Cease to do evil and pray to God to pandon your former 
wins, said, interrupting John. 

* Ho will never pardon me,’ he cried, in a voice of despair, 

* Ho will certainly pardon you if you repent and begin to 
pray, Then, many things will ba revealed to you, and you will 
no longer wish to remain as you are now,’ 

For a long time I continued to exhort him—hidden iu the 
form of Varia, who had thus become a speaking medium. Some- 
times she rolled on the ground ; at others imitated the actions 
of an animal, asking to be allowed to climb on a chair. 1 
refused, and then she tried to get on a wardrobe, whilst f, 
repeating a prayer to myself, ordered John to leave Varia. At 
last, apparently yielding, the invisible one said, in a broken 
voice : * I am going -n.“ 

As Varia was near a chaise dongue, 
fact to push her upon it, and thus was able to make my usual 
She was seized with convulsions, till T thought 
Her neck became frightfully 
her arms 


[took advantage of the 


passes over her. 

her head and feet would meet. 

her featares fearfully 
The unfortunate girl seemed in her last agony. I 


awollen ; drawn ; and 


contracted. 
had seen photographs of hysterical pe ple. and when I saw 
Varia thus the thought came to me, * That is what she is, and 
thus just the machine suitable for inferior spirits.’ While mak- 
ing my passes I prayed for strength to deliver her from her 
Gradually she became caliner, but whenever my 
John showed his teeth and gnashed 
I paid no sttention to 


obsessor. 
fingers passed over her face, 
them saying, ‘I will bite your hands.’ 
his threats, but weat on with my movements until 1 bad con- 
quered the invisible assailant. Varias face became suddenly 
calm, and she foll sound asleep. [ would not leave her, and after 
sleeping an hour she complained of pain in all her limbs, 
and, crying bitterly, she said : I am afraid of becoming mad ! 
I remember all, but cannot rid myself of the demon.’ For the 
first time I decided to speak to her of spirits, thinking it might 
quiet het, so explained that they were beings who had lived on 
earth and were able to manifest themselves through mortals, 
‘Your John is one of those; he speaks through you, but 
will end by leaving you.’ 

But Varia would not listen to me. No,’ she replied, * they 
have put the devil into me. [ama great sinner. The impure 
have taken possession of me. This she persisted in, till she left 
the room. What will come of it l'I asked myself. Fortunately 
wo were alone. If anyone had seen her they would have con- 
sidered her mad and only fit to send to an asylum. There can 
bo no dissimulation ; she is honest. Besides, what reason could 
she have for deception | She only risks being sent to a madhouse, 
Whence enn come that “John” with his tales of a former life!’ 

The following day, late at night, when Varia had left me and 
I was just getting into bed, she returned with a knife in her 
hand, ‘He forces me; he insists on my exterminating you,’ 
she moaned, between her sobs, 

If I had known nothing of mediumship 1 should have been 
terrilied, for hor face grew wicked. Making grimaces John (for 
it really was he), continued ; I will beat you, I will beat you,’ 

‘Conso this extravagant conduct. Let us rather pray to- 
gether,’ I said firmly to my invisible opponent. As his look 
showed that he was still unwilling, I took Varia’s right hand and 
made a sign of the Cross with it over her chest, insisting mean- 
while that John should repeat the prayer after mo. At last, as 
if mechanically, he did so, ‘Then suddenly he stopped, With 
a silly laugh he began: Ah! how gaily I lived. T will tell you 
about it.“ 

Without paying any attention I continued the prayer. 

‘It bothers me, I will not. Leave me alone,’ he called 

out, sometimes ; but by degrees he went on with the prayer. 
When it was tinished T commanded him to leave Varia, to which 
he replied : U promise it, I promise it ; only first of all lot me 
«peek with you a li It is ne, to me,” 


THE INTRA-NORMAL EARTH PLANE AND THE 
PROJECTION OF THE DOUBLE THEREIN, 


By Questor View. 
(Continued from page 197.) 


lt has been shown that the eternal process of becoming is 
qoostitated hy a life-process, in which the thought-process is 
inherent, and, consequently, that the solution of the problem of 
being and becoming implies the recognition of the fact that the 
genesis of things is at once real and ideal, Idealism and Realism 
will, therefore, have to be combined and regarded as the dual 
expressions inherent in a single principle. They are dis- 
tinguishable phases of a life which is one and indivisible ; 
distinguishable aspocts of the same identity, yet which distinc- 
tion is eternal and is newer frtasraded, even in identification, 
The distinction of subject and object can, consequently, never be 
transcended in the Absolute (or in its relatives), as has been 
‘taught in Western philosophy, but ever remains dual; while 
the Universal distinguishes its dual-units or selves and 
transeends their distinction or differentiation in its tri- 
unity, or in its infinite conscious inter-connecting life- 
circuit, by which jt interrelates and connects them in 
One Unity; or by which the Infinite unifies its finites by 
flowing through them. The Infinite is immanent in man 
as the basis in which he rests, yet we see that it proceeds 
through him in the mediation of an eternal flux. It is because 
of this that the Infinite, though being immediately present 
or immanent in man (in this flux of mediation), yet ever 
indraws or regresses behind man's regarding dual-mind, and, 
consequently, finite man. while identifying himself therewith, 


can never cognise or comprise the Infinite. Finited man com- 


cognised by 
through 
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inheront, is itself the feminine of its masculine, dach ben. 
separably implicit in and interpenetrating or perme mad 
other. The recognition of this feminine element in the wu... 
mediation of the Infinite and in its flux of immanence, ol a 
coincident with the recognition that the higher conception of ly 
lies neither in force nor in intellect alone, but in the aquil ey 
tion of the dual elements of wisdom and love : of thought i 
feeling ; of intellect and of sentiment ; of mind and of emoti : 
of intelligence and of the sensuous, of spirit and of soul ; thu 
of the masculine and the feminine in all its significations, 
The period is coming when not only will the feminis 
signification receive the recognition of the true value of iy 
contributive function in sociology, but also when philosophy 
will have to recognise the equality of the feminine contributi 
element, apart from which not only is philosophy arid an 
sterile, but apart from which thought per se, cannot exist ; apir 
from which there is neither knowing, or being, or becoming. 
Men will then recognise that Deity (the Universal) is ne 
masculine per s, but is Father, Mother and Process (that is 
communicating, revealing, mediating, appearing), and that thiy 
tri-unity is necessarily present, as fundamental basis, in each of 
its appearing-units or self-revealings, or selves, whether » 
mon, spirits, angels, or Gods. Man will then, when rising in 
aspiration or prayer, cease to look to Gods external to himell, 
but will turn within, to the Infinite presence within himseli, in 
which he rests, 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by vorrepowdesiy 
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpow si 
presenting views that may elicit discussion | 


The Alleged Dearth of Mediumship. 


Sır — Were there really any evidence of the decline of 
mediumship, it would be well to seek diligently for the cause. 
Your correspondent ‘ Vir’ thinks that the existence of what he 
awkwardly terms ‘Faith Spiritualists’ is an impediment to de 
velopment, What is a ‘Faith Spiritualist’! Vir givesus 
the hint when he says, Faith in anything is impossible until 
we know that it is true’ ; so, taking that definition as corrects 
Faith Spiritualist is one who has come to know the um 
doubted truth of his convictions. One of ‘ the persistent errr’ 
of such is, Vir tells us, ‘the idea that the spiritul 
world is the state after death.’ What does Vir’ mean by that! 
Are we to understand that he recognises no sort of difference 
between the states before and after death Another of the ' per 
sistent errors’ is that, if we want to progress we must b 
taught by those who have entered that state.’ Well, if ‘thet 


state’ exists, contrary as it would seem ta Vir's ideas, and if 


beings in that state can communicate with us, it would not be 
at all incredible that they should sometimes be able to instruct 

and direct us wisely. Only very foolish people ur 
, c every-thing that reaches them, either | 
those in flesh or those out of it, so we ned © 
too readily acquiesce in these statements by ‘Vir’ 
A he truly ys, we must he careful to ‘practise self-poser 
f° and retain our ‘power of self-direction.’ Vir“ pr 
veda | how h the existence of his Faith Spiritualist’ 
f mediums, although at the commencement 
ims any belief in the alleged dearth. Itis 
nt of discord, which was quite foreign 
t investigators, who thought it quite a 
ove by demonstration that man lived 
h, and had no thought of founding» 
dely so, and that is the attitude of the 
40. i knowledge of tho survival of 
Ing of the movement, and one cares 
the case in which it works, If 
Jr prove the continuity of life 
till have rendered the most impor 
ad if in some cases—happily not too 
rr t a change for good inthe 
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nilly. All intelligent Spiritualiats rocognise the neceasity for 
and passivity in the sdance-room, and the suppression 
M solish desires, but, of course, one cannot always be so 


fortunate as to secure the company of waiters and barmaicds, 
* Brosron.’ 


Lord Onslow’s Short and Easy Method With Ghosts. 
Sin, tes all up with us! Read the enclosed cutting from 
the * Daily Graphie’ :— 

Tono Ovstow ON ArrAnrrions.—A Surrey paper pub» 
Bem avery of a letter just written by the Earl of Onslow to 
the of Bute in reply to an application that investign- 

light be allowed to be continued by a society of which 

100 is is vice-president, in regard to an alleged appari- 
tion at a house at Clandon, now in Lord Onslow's occupation. 
Tord Onslow, roferring to the alleged * ghostly visitations,’ 
he is determined not to allow a repetition of such non- 

1 * Adult members of my family,’ he adds, ‘ sleep with 

al revolvers by their bedsides, with which they will not 

\ shoot at any ghost who seoks to play tricks.’ 
‘Cutting.’ indeed ! Tho sooner we cut and run the better. 

Woehaven't aghost ofa chance ! Lord Onslow, in his curt though 
scarcely An reply to the Marquis of Bute, declares that he 
is deter not to allow a repetition of such nonsense,’ which 
nin me of asaying of the late Duke of Cleveland, who, while 

g from a window in Raby Castle one fine tree after 

i! ‘come crashing down during a storm, exclaimed : * By 

! Tt is timo to put a stop to this sort of thing !' 

What is to become of usall? And what is to become of 
Psychical Research Society? Evidently the irate poor sus- 
Marquis and his colleagues of being our confederates. 


Mlinary revolvers wo are not much afraid, but if Lord 


0 f 
slow is sufficiently in earnest to adopt silver bullets, why 
wn, Some of us may get hurt.—TI subscribe myself, 


*A Poor Guosr.' 


A Curious Experience in Mediumship. 


The following incident may be of interest to your 
nd T should be glad to know whether the case has 
Meled in the experience of your wide circle of 


a 
|, Who isa developed medium, and has had a large 
xperience, called a day or two ago at the house of a 
ms. B. This lady was at the time much con- 
sudden death of the sister of a friend. The 
who was well known to Mrs. B. and slightly 
d suddenly passed away in an apoplectie fit, and 
ind, by her friends, dead upon the floor. After some 
mn, mainly upon this topic, Mrs. B, accompanied Mrs. 
moe, and upon the way thither both felt sundry un- 
d pains. So persistent were these that, when 
home of the medinm (Mrs. H.), they narrated 
circumstances of the lady's sudden death, and 
hay could be certain that she had in some way 
elf to them. Hor presence, however, was so 
‘and unpleasant to them, that they heartily 
rit would leave, ab least for a time. But 
talking of the matter, the medium saw the 
accompanied by others, and was struck by the 
in the eyes and the whole bearing of the 
rod to have upon her mind some intense and 
‘This so surprised Mrs. II. that she mentally 
ran explanation. One of them then told her 
o conception of the fact that she had died, 
asion that she had only had another like 
s. and was now getting over it. She 
thought she was dead, and were mak- 
burial, and she had tho terrible fear 
would bury her alive, and that she 
ness in her grave. Tho guide told us 
unable to remove this idea from her 
i of their presence. We were 
and directing our remarks so 


posing she could hear us, some 
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had had these attacka in the night. She had always got over 
them and was just getting round from this one, when ahe saw 
her friends making preparations for her funeral, and sha had 
not been able to tell them that she was not dead but would 
soon be all right again, She was terror-atricken by the foar of 
being buried alive. 

The control was so powerful in its effects upon the medium 
that it took a considerable time to restore her to her normal 
condition. Her hands were so tightly clenched that nò amount 
of force could relax them until her guides yrulually cansed the 
spirit to withdraw, 

We were told that it was only the extreme urgency of the 
case that had induced the guides to allow such a control. By 
controlling a medium she would be brought to see, more quickly 
than by any othor means, the natare of the change she had 
undergone, 

Truly, in mediumship, it is the unexpected that happens, 
and strange and unusual as many of our experiences have been 
in connection with Mra, H.'s mediumship, none have been more 
unexpected and painful than the one here recorded. And none 
have shown more clearly the extreme importance to the human 
spint of a knowledge of the nature of the change in the dissolu 
tion of the physical body. W. H. 


‘A Wanderer in Spirit Lands.’ 


Sin, I notice in the criticism upon ‘A Wanderer in Spirit 
Lands’ that the critic doubts whether the narrative is a real 
experience or partly symbolical. The value of such a book 
depends greatly upon its claims to being a trathful picture of 
the life described, and I, therefore, hope you will find space in 
your paper for my explanation of my reasons for believing it to 
be no fancifal description, but the real experience of the spirit 
who wives the name of * Franchezzo." 

First, | may say that his earthly name is known to me, and 
that he was a man of some celebrity ; but as he has relatives 
living I am not at liberty to make his name public. As to his 
identity with the person he claims to be, he has given me many 
particulars of his personal private history and that of his family, 
as well as the names of the places in Italy with which they were 
connected, These particulars are such as could only have heen 
given by the man himself or his most intimate friends, and they 
were not known to myself previously ; but on inquiring I found 
them verified, 

I have seen him myself, and have had his appearance 
described to me by elairvoyants, Ile has repeatedly assured mo 
of the truth of his narrative, and that I have correctly written 
it down ; and during the time I was writing it I clairvoyantly 
saw the scenes described to me. 

Furthermore, we have, for nearly four years past, held a 
small private circle for materialisation with a well-known medium, 
and at those meetings we have seen and fully recognised many 
relatives and friends, and amongst others * Franchezzo,’ We 
have held many conversations upon spiritual subjects with 
„John King,’ the spirit control known by appearance and voice 
to most Spiritualists. At the time the materialised spirit of 
t John King’ was speaking to us in the direct voice, the medium 
was in a deep trance, and quite unconscious of everything. I 
have on several of these oceasions asked ‘John King’ what he 
thought of the story of *Franchezzo,’and whether, in his opinion, 
it was a true picture of the spirit world, as I was surprised and 
pained at some of tke terrible things described. ‘John King! 
assures me that the narrative is in all respeets a true one, and is 
a very correct description of life in the spirit spheres described, 
and that I might say to any one who doubted it that ‘John 
King’ had told me so, I may also mention that when the book 
was published I had a copy sent to a lady who is a private 
medium and has been a Spiritualist for thirty years. The book 
arrived in the forenoon, and that same afternoon the lady had « 
séance for materialisation, with two friends and a medium. 
After a number of spirit friends had shown themselves, the 
sitters were surprised at several strange spirits appearing one 
after the other, On asking who these were and why they had 
come, she was told that they were spirits whose histories were 
related in the book which was lying in the room, and whieh had 
attracted them to the meeting, as they wished to show her that 
thoy were real personalities, and the book a true story. 

I could mention several curious confirmations of * Fran- 
* narrative ; but this lettor ix already too long, 1 fear. 
d that to me spirit communion is a meral thine, 
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